Methods: For two years there had been concern expressed by schools and parents in the eastern industrial part of north Derbyshire over a perceived high level of asthma in primary school age children. Interest focussed on three large local industrial sites, including a coking plant, and their pollutant effects on those resident nearby. A cross sectional prevalence survey, using a previously validated56 parentcompleted questionnaire of the experience of asthma and wheeze in primary school children from 10 schools over a three month period, was performed to establish whether the level of asthma in these children was higher near these large industrial sites and to attempt to identify any other related environmental factors This shows the positive effects of male gender, of the presence of mould in the home, and of ducted air central heating and shows the magnitude of the age effect discussed above.
Geographical location analysis using IDRISI, a computer based geographical information system, showed a consistent trend with children with asthma living closer to the large industrial sites and a busy trunk road than children without asthma. The prevalence of asthma was statistically significantly greater in children living within a 1-2 km band from the coking plant (Student's t-test, p = 0-014).
Discussion: This study showed high levels of asthma in young children in the area. The significant negative effect of open coal fires Prevalence of asthma and related factors in primary school children on asthma prevalence, despite small numbers (n= 158), contradicts published findings for this factor but has been studied little.7 There has been no mention of the effect of solid fuel fires on asthma in the published reports but in this study a positive association was shown. The significant positive relationship between ducted air heating and wheeze also needs further investigation to confirm the findings of this study. It is important to continue to press for monitoring of and action to reduce air pollutants in relation to the increasing traffic and pollution problems at a time when asthma prevalence is increasing. Results: The prevalence of no leisure activity, 1995;49:327-328 smoking, and no daily intake of vegetables in relation to social network is shown in the table.
In both men and women, the prevalence of no leisure activity was higher in those with infrequent social contacts with friends or those who experienced little social support than in more socially integrated groups. Men living alone or who reported little emotional support were also more often inactive during leisure time. In women, smoking prevalence was higher in those with infrequent social contacts and little social or emotional support than in those who were more socially integrated. In men, smoking prevalence was independent of the social network. Men and women with infrequent contact with friends or little social support ate vegetables less frequently than those who were more integrated socially. In men, no daily intake of vegetable was also related to little emotional support or living singly.
Discussion: This study corroborates reported results of new determinants associated with health related behaviour. Compared with socially integrated men, those with few social contacts or little social support were more often inactive during leisure time and did not eat vegetables every day. Women with few contacts with friends and relatives were more often physically inactive or smokers. In the Alameda county study,' men and women with the fewest social connections were more often smokers and physically inactive than those with the greatest number of connections (estimated by a score based on marital status, contact with friends and relatives, church membership, and membership of other groups). Other studies have reported that married women are less likely to be smokers than unmarried women, and in a recent study of elderly Swedish men, aspects of social isolation were associated with 
